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Honoring the Life and Legacy of Rev. Jesse Jackson: A Public Statement from the Center for 

Racial Equity and Justice 
  

 
The Center for Racial Equity and Justice joins the nation and the global community in mourning the 
passing of Rev. Jesse Jackson, a historic leader whose faith-centered advocacy helped shape the 
modern civil rights movement and expand the moral conscience of our country. 
  
For more than five decades, Rev. Jackson stood as a powerful and consistent voice for racial equity, 
economic justice, voting rights, and human dignity. Through organizing, public leadership, and prophetic 
witness, he challenged systems of inequality while inspiring generations to engage civic life with courage, 
conviction, and hope. His work broadened the national conversation about justice, reminding America 
that democracy is strongest when it includes and protects the marginalized. 
  
Rev. Jackson’s legacy extends far beyond speeches and campaigns. It lives in the leaders he mentored, 
the movements he strengthened, and the continued pursuit of fairness and representation across 
institutions. His life demonstrated that faith and justice are inseparable, and that perseverance remains 
essential in the ongoing struggle for equality. 
  
He leaves behind not only a record of advocacy but a moral framework that continues to guide 
conversations around equity, civic responsibility, and human dignity. His influence shaped policy, 
inspired leadership, and affirmed the worth of communities long denied full participation in public life. 
  
We extend our deepest condolences to his family, colleagues, and all who were shaped by his ministry 
and lifelong commitment to justice. May his memory deepen our resolve and renew our collective 
commitment to advancing equity, dignity, and opportunity for generations to come. 
 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 


