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CAN AMERICA BE 

CONVERTED? 
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Systemic Racism and the 

Possibility of Transformational 

Change 

 
Rev. George C. Gilbert, Jr.  

 

The question “Can America be 

converted?” invites a profound reflection 

on the nation’s capacity for transformation, 

particularly regarding its longstanding 

issues of systemic racism and racial 

inequality. Historically, America’s founding 

principles of liberty and justice have 

coexisted with centuries of slavery, 

segregation, and ongoing racial 

disparities. This article explores whether 

America can fundamentally change its 

racial structures, especially considering 

the deep-rooted nature of systemic racism 

and the perceived lack of value placed on 

African American lives.  

 

Historical Context and the Persistence 

of Systemic Racism 

 

From the inception of the nation, African 

Americans have endured systemic 

oppression—slavery, Jim Crow laws, 

discriminatory policies, and ongoing racial 

disparities in education, housing, 

employment, and criminal justice. Despite 

legal strides such as the Civil Rights 

Movement and legislative reforms, 

systemic racism persists, embedded in 

societal institutions and cultural norms. 

 

Historical patterns suggest that while 

superficial or incremental changes occur, 

the core systems often resist profound 

transformation. For example, mass 

incarceration disproportionately impacts 

African Americans, and economic 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

    



disparities remain stark. These patterns 

indicate that systemic racism is not merely 

a series of isolated incidents but a resilient 

structure rooted in historical and 

institutional frameworks. 

 

The Question of America’s Capacity for 

Conversion 

 

 

 

1. Structural Resistance to Change 

 

America’s political and economic systems 

have historically prioritized stability and 

profit over racial equity. This resistance to 

change has often manifested in policies 

that reinforce racial hierarchies, making 

transformative reform challenging. The 

persistence of voter suppression tactics, 

disparities in resource allocation, and the 

protection of systemic privileges suggest 

that the country’s institutions may be 

inherently resistant to meaningful change. 

 

2. Cultural and Ideological Barriers 

 

Deep-seated cultural narratives and 

ideological beliefs contribute to the 

difficulty of converting societal attitudes. 

Racial biases—both conscious and 

unconscious—are ingrained in societal 

norms, media representations, and 

individual perceptions. Overcoming these 

biases requires more than policy changes; 

it demands a fundamental shift in 

collective consciousness, which is often 

met with resistance. 

 

3. The Value Placed on African 

American Lives 

 

A critical barrier is the historical and 

ongoing devaluation of African American 

lives. This devaluation is reflected in 

disparities in health, wealth, safety, and 

opportunity. The systemic neglect and 

marginalization signal that, for many in 

power, African American lives are less 

valued, complicating efforts toward 

genuine racial equity. 

 

Possibility of Change: Hope and 

Challenges 

 

Despite these formidable barriers, history 

offers examples of profound societal 

transformations—abolition of slavery, civil 

rights legislation, and recent movements 

demanding racial justice. These moments 

demonstrate that change is possible, but 

often requires sustained activism, 

collective consciousness, and structural 

overhaul. 



 

However, whether America can be 

"converted" in a fundamental sense hinges 

on the willingness to confront 

uncomfortable truths, dismantle 

entrenched systems, and value Black lives 

equally. Without a collective recognition of 

racial injustice as a moral and societal 

priority, superficial reforms risk 

perpetuating the status quo. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Based on historical patterns and current 

realities, the prospect of America being 

fully "converted"—to a society free of 

systemic racism—remains uncertain. 

While incremental progress continues, the 

entrenched nature of racial disparities and 

the undervaluation of African American 

lives pose significant hurdles. Achieving 

genuine transformation demands a radical 

reevaluation of societal values, 

institutions, and collective consciousness. 

 

In sum, America’s capacity for change 

exists, but it is neither guaranteed nor 

easy. It requires deliberate, sustained 

effort and an unwavering commitment to 

justice. Whether or not America can be 

converted depends on its collective 

willingness to confront its history, 

dismantle systemic barriers, and truly 

value the lives and dignity of all its people. 
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Pentagon's No. 2 

Spokesperson Has Long 



History of Antisemitic, 

Bigoted Social Media 

Posts 

 
 

Kingsley Wilson, the Pentagon's new deputy 

press secretary, has a yearslong history of 

making social media posts that traffic in a 

variety of extremist rhetoric, ranging from 

antisemitic conspiracy theories to white 

nationalist talking points. In August, Wilson 

posted a decades-old antisemitic 

trope questioning the facts behind the lynching 

of Leo Frank, a Jewish man who was wrongly 

convicted of raping and murdering a child more 

than a hundred years ago in Atlanta. 

 

However, her history of posting xenophobic 

comments and echoing racist talking points goes 

as far back as 2021, and she has repeated some 

ideas -- for example, that colonialism was a 

"humanitarian venture" -- many times over the 

last several years.  Wilson's posts on X, the social 

media site formerly known as Twitter, include 

her parroting white supremacist rhetoric almost 

verbatim. Elon Musk, the world's richest man 

and a Trump adviser who is firing thousands of 

federal employees and slashing agencies, owns 

the X platform. The 26-year-old spokeswoman 

has called "The Great Replacement Theory," a 

long-standing and false conspiracy theory 

claiming there is an active effort to replace 

white populations with immigrants of color, a 

"reality." Wilson also repeatedly argued that 

American lands were not stolen but 

"conquered" from the Native Americans. That 

slogan has been used by the white supremacist 

group Patriot Front in its propaganda and 

messaging. 

 

She also referred to Confederate Gen. Robert E. 

Lee as "one of the greatest Americans to ever 

live," has repeatedly argued that America is rife 

with "anti-white racism," and made numerous 

posts that claimed colonization of 

African, majority Black and Central American 

countries was a "humanitarian venture." 

"If you look at those tweets in totality, what it 

comes down to is that she is an unabashed 

white nationalist," Luke Baumgartner, a 

researcher at George Washington University's 

Program on Extremism, told Military.com on 

Thursday. Wilson also heaped praise on the 

German far-right political party Alternative for 

Germany, or AfD, which itself has a history of 
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Holocaust denial. She has repeatedly used 

the phrase "Ausländer Raus" -- "foreigners out" 

in German -- and once posted the 

logan "Deutschland den Deutschen. Ausländer 

raus." The phrase, which means "Germany for 

Germans, foreigners out," is considered to be an 

extremist slogan with neo-Nazi roots. "If 

anybody knows anything about the AfD, it's a 

bunch of Nazis," Baumgartner said. "It's a 

German political party that uses repackaged 

Nazi phrasing and advertising." "A lot of what 

she says would be right at home in any of the 

neo-Nazi Telegram chats that I see every day," 

he said. If Wilson follows her predecessors in 

the deputy position, she would be one of two 

officials responsible for holding regular briefings 

to the press and acting as the public face of the 

Pentagon. However, the Pentagon under Trump 

has yet to begin public briefings. 

 

Military.com reached out to the defense 

secretary's office on Wednesday with a lengthy 

list of more than a dozen of Wilson's posts for 

comment or context. By publication, there was 

no response, and the posts remain up on her X 

profile. Baumgartner noted that, while much of 

Wilson's rhetoric may seem modern, its roots go 

back generations. "She's simultaneously 

appealing to the new generation of far-right 

white nationalists, and she's pulling out a lot of 

the old cards that people from a generation or 

two ago might resonate with, too," he said. 

While Wilson remains silent, her posts have 

drawn attention from prominent Jewish 

voices and media outlets like Jewish Insider, 

which was one of the first media outlets to 

report the story, as well as lawmakers on Capitol 

Hill. 

 

 

 

On Thursday, Politico reported that her 

comments have not only angered lawmakers on 

both sides of the political aisle but led to 

questions about whether appropriate vetting 

was done ahead of her appointment on Jan. 21 -

- the day of President Donald Trump's 

inauguration. Some of Wilson's comments seem 

to also put her at odds with current policies of 

the Trump administration. Although Wilson has 

repeatedly attacked Ukraine and 

praised Vladimir Putin, she has also made 

repeated posts about her opposition to 

offering aid and support to Israel as well. 

On Saturday, Secretary of State Marco Rubio 

announced that Trump had approved "nearly 

$12 billion" in military sales to Israel and was 

expediting "the delivery of approximately $4 

billion in military assistance."  
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The move prompted Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu to call Trump "the greatest 

friend that Israel has ever had in the White 

House." The American Jewish Committee, a 

Jewish advocacy group, called for Wilson's firing 

in a social media post Wednesday. 

"Anyone who posts antisemitic conspiracy 

theories lifted right out of the neo-Nazi 

playbook should not be in public office," the 

group wrote. 

 

However, the current Trump administration has 

already shown that it is willing to ignore such 

calls and stand by staffers who make 

inflammatory and even blatantly racist remarks. 

In February, The Wall Street Journal reported 

that 25-year-old Marko Elez, a staffer with 

Musk's so-called Department of Government 

Efficiency, or DOGE, had a long history of posts 

that advocated racism and eugenics, the study 

of how to breed humans for desirable traits. 

According to the Journal, Elez's social media 

posts included comments like: "You could not 

pay me to marry outside of my ethnicity," 

"Normalize Indian hate," and "Just for the 

record, I was racist before it was cool." 

 

After the story was published, Elez resigned, but 

Vice President JD Vance came to his defense, 

arguing that "I don't think stupid social media 

activity should ruin a kid's life."  Musk, who has 

his own track record of advocacy for groups like 

the AfD, said he was rehiring Elez on the same 

day Vance posted his message on X. 

 

The Lethal Danger Of 

Political Lies 

Why Trump's lie about genocide 

threatens us all 

WILLIAM J. BARBER, II  

 

 
  

 

  
On Monday, May 12, after illegally shuttering 

the US refuge program on his first day in 

office, Trump welcomed a planeload of 

white South Africans to the United States. 

“It’s a genocide taking place,” he falsely 

claimed in a press conference at the White 

House. “Farmers are being killed. They 

happen to be white.” 
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The bitter irony of this lie is that 

farmers are being killed by genocidal 

violence in Sudan, the Congo, and Gaza. But 

they all happen not to be white. Trump 

refuses to acknowledge the systemic 

violence that is real and is a legitimate basis 

for the credible fear of refugees who 

currently seek safe haven in the United 

States. Instead, he misuses the power of the 

office of the President of the United States 

to spread a lethal lie. 

 

Just over a year ago, I preached a sermon to 

a group of American pastors who were 

grappling with the moral question student 

activists had raised by calling us to face the 

reality of genocide in Gaza. It didn’t matter 

who was in the White House, I said then. We 

had a moral obligation to hear the cry for 

life. I’m sharing this message with you today 

because that moral obligation continues. It 

took an hour for me to say everything that 

needed to be said to address genocide 

authentically. We do not need 

bumperstickers. We need truth. I hope you’ll 

take time to listen. But I share this full 

message with you today because preaching 

it clarified for me that genocide is always a 

political creation. Groups of people do not 

slaughter their neighbors apart from a 

campaign of lies about their neighbors, and 

these lies are always spread by politicians 

who think they can benefit from them. 

Trump lies so often that it is easy to become 

numb to the consequences of his false 

statements. But this lie is not mere 

exaggeration. It is not simply bluster or 

political theater. It is deadly serious. And it 

demands a moral rebuke. 

 

 
 

As we continue to keep a laser focus on the 

budget before Congress, I want to remind 

you that your Senators and your 

representative in the House hold the power 

of the purse. Trump has appointed officials 

in the Defense Department, the Department 

of Homeland Security, the State 

Department, and the Department of Justice 

who are not only willing to repeat his lies; 

they are also refusing to execute the laws 

passed by Congress and are 

misappropriating money allocated by 

Congress. This is not politics as usual. It is a 

moral crisis. Whatever their political party, 

members of Congress have a duty to 

exercise their authority to halt any abuse of 

executive power. Yet rather than demand 

compliance, Congressional leadership has 

agreed to work with this rogue White House 

to pass a budget that would slash funding 

for essential, life-sustaining programs in 

order to give tax breaks to billionaires and 

more money to militarized attacks on 



immigrant communities and the war 

economy. 

 

We are calling on all people of good will who 

oppose this immoral budget to join us for a 

mass Moral Monday in Washington, DC, on 

June 2. I hope you’ll plan to join us and help 

spread the word. 

 

 
  

Thank You Pastor Keith Byrd & Zion  

Baptist Church for your continued support!  

  

Maryland and DC 

Reparations Bills in a 

Nutshell 

 by Roslyn Mickens 

 

 
 

Recent legislative efforts in Maryland 

and Washington, DC regarding 

reparations have gained attention, but 

it's important to understand their actual 

scope. These bills primarily 

establish commissions to study the 

issue rather than directly implement 

reparations payments.  

 

Maryland's Approach:  

Senate Bill 1 

Maryland's Senate Bill 1 (SB1), titled 

"Reparations and Institutional 

Reforms 

Commission," focuses on creating a 

commission to investigate the history of 

slavery in the state, its lasting impacts, 



and potential remedies. The bill calls 

for: 

- Documenting Maryland's history of 

slavery and discrimination 

 

- Assessing modern disparities resulting 

from this history 

 

- Developing recommendations based 

on research findings 

 

This approach prioritizes gathering 

comprehensive data before determining 

appropriate actions. The commission 

would include historians, economists, 

civil rights experts, and community 

representatives to ensure thorough 

examination. 

 

 
 

DC's Similar Path:  

Law 24-209 

Washington, DC's Law 24-209, the 

"Reparations Foundation Fund and 

Task Force Establishment Act," 

likewise establishes a task force to 

study: 

 

- The District's role in slavery and 

subsequent discrimination 

 

- Economic impacts on descendants of 

enslaved people 

 

- Potential forms of redress based on 

evidence 

 

The legislation emphasizes the 

importance of historical documentation 

and economic analysis before 

proposing specific remedies. 

 

Understanding Reparations:  

 

Status-Based vs. Race-Based 

Approaches 

 

Understanding what reparations 

actually means is crucial to any 

meaningful discussion. A significant 

debate exists between those who 

advocate for status-based reparations 

(American Freedmen descendants) 

versus race-based reparations (based 

on racial identity. Status based 

reparations specifically addresses 

descendants of emancipated people in 

the United States whose ancestors built 

the nation and still suffer the badges 

and incidents of chattel slavery. 

 

Key Arguments Against Race-Based 

Approaches 

 



Critics of race-based reparations 

typically cite these concerns: 

 

1. Historical Accuracy: The specific 

injury being addressed is American 

chattel slavery and its aftermath, not a 

general racial category that includes 

recent immigrants or those without 

connection to American slavery. 

 

2. Legal Standing: Claims based on 

documented lineage to specific injured 

parties are seen as having stronger 

legal foundation than claims based 

solely on racial identity. 

 

3. Definitional Problems: "Race" as a 

category is socially constructed and 

fluid, making eligibility determinations 

problematic compared to documentable 

lineage. 

 

4. Immigration Distinctions: Race-

based approaches don't distinguish 

between 

descendants of the enslaved and more 

recent Black immigrants who came to 

America voluntarily after slavery ended.  

This is the chains versus choice 

perspective. 

 

5. Constitutional Concerns: Some legal 

scholars argue that status-based 

reparations (based on documentable 

lineage to a specific injured group) may 

better withstand constitutional scrutiny 

than race-based approaches. 

 

6. Focus on Specific Remedy: Status-

based approaches emphasize the 

specific remedy for specific historical 

wrongs rather than addressing current 

racial disparities that may have multiple 

causes. 

 

 
 

7. Status based reparations is 

Reparations. It has legal and historical 

significance rather than basing any 

repair on melanin content. 

 

Why Studies Are Necessary First 

 

These study-focused bills represent a 

measured approach for several 

reasons: 

 

1. Historical Documentation: They allow 

for comprehensive research into 

lineage connections to American 

slavery. 

2. Economic Analysis: They enable 

detailed assessment of specific 

economic impacts on American 

Freedmen descendants. 

 



3. Community Input: They create formal 

processes for affected communities to 

participate in developing solutions. 

 

4. Legal Framework: They help 

establish legal foundations for any 

future actions, addressing potential 

constitutional challenges. 

 

5. Public Education: The study process 

itself helps inform broader public 

understanding of the specific harms 

done to American Freedmen and their 

descendants.  

 

Rather than rushing to implement 

remedies based on broad racial 

categories, these bills reflect a 

commitment to thorough investigation 

and deliberate policymaking that 

properly identifies the specific group—

American Freedmen descendants—

who have legitimate 

claims based on documented historical 

injustices committed against their 

ancestors on American soil.  

 

Learn More 

For those interested in learning more 

about status-based reparations efforts 

in the 

Maryland, DC, and Virginia region, visit 

[DMVFreedmen.org](https://dmvfreedm

en.org). 

 

  

CALL US FOR YOUR:  

WORKSHOP – SEMINAR – TRAINING NEEDS  

-DO YOU NEED TO SET UP A SOCIAL JUSTICE 

MINISTRY  

-CRITICAL RACE THEORY  

-POLITICS AND THE CHURCH  

-WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE – A  

POST PANDEMIC PROPHETIC MINISTRY  

-RACIAL EQUITY WORKSHOPS  

-POLICE DE-ESCALATION TOOLKIT  

202-262-5053 or tcfreaj@gmail.com  

 

 

Thank you DoorDash for your 
continued support! 

  
  



TARGET BOYCOTT 

  

  

  

 

The impact of the Target boycott in 2025 

has been significant, with Target 

experiencing a 9.5% decline in foot traffic in 

February, the first month of the boycott. 

This decline has continued, with reports 

indicating 10 consecutive weeks of falling 

in-store traffic. The boycott is linked to 

Target's rollback of its diversity, equity, and 

inclusion initiatives, which has led to 

organized protests and consumer backlash. 

Overall, the boycott appears to be affecting 

Target's sales and customer engagement 

negatively. 

___________________________________  

 

 

Thank You Pastor C.H. Johnson and Christ  

Missionary Baptist Church for your continued 

support!  

  
 

Pastor Jamal Bryant Slams 

Dollar General’s DEI Betrayal 

 

Rev. Jamal-Harrison Bryant is leading a digital 

protest against Dollar General’s rollback of 

diversity, equity, and inclusion policies. With 

backing from over 50 Black churches, the 

campaign walks a fine line—demanding 

justice while protecting access to essential 

goods for communities in food deserts. 

https://fortune.com/author/brit-morse/
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Pastor Bego’s Lunch with the 
Seniors  



    

  

  



 

To Purchase Your Copy: 

https://www.lulu.com/shop/george-c- 

gilbert-jr/faith-and- 
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